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Thoughts from the Pastor

There is a very short letter near the end of the New Testament — 3 John —
a letter written by Paul as encouragement. In verse two we receive these
words, "Beloved, | pray that you may prosper in all things and be in
health, just as your soul prospers. For | rejoiced greatly when brethren
came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in the truth.
I have no greater joy than to hear my children walk in truth."

This verse was used as part of a message to the graduates of AIM
(American Baptist Churches of Maine Institute for Ministry) men and
women who have been preparing to follow God's calling either in pas-
toral or lay ministries. Rev. Sheila Heneise, who delivered the commence-
ment address, drew from this passage and from her experiences as a mis-
sionary to Nicaragua. Her joy was so visible, knowing that some of the
students that she and her husband taught in Nicaragua were continuing
after many years to walk in the truth of God's Word. Some have grown to
be leaders of the church.

The joy that we carry as a Christian should include the joy of having been
a teacher of the Word. Your response might be that you have never been
a teacher, when in actuality you have taught many by your word and ex-
ample. You should be filled with an abundant joy when you hear some-
one say that it was you who led them to the Lord and that they continue
to be solid in their own walk. The church is not the only place where one
can teach or be taught, but the church should be central in the lives of all
Christians as a place of study, fellowship with believers, and prayer.

We all struggle with the choices of our activities. We live in a society that
places demands on our time, energy, and money. This is a struggle that is
especially acute with young families, but it is not the young family only
that feels this pressure. Look at our time schedules — we try to find time
for our families while often at the same time individuals are trying to
hold down two or more jobs. It is an exception today to find a family with
only one family member working. This may be brought about by eco-
nomic pressure or it may be brought about by our own choice, because
we like the work we do.
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There is the pressure of family, and that pressure includes such things as school activities, sports,
and the activities with the friends of our children. Too often, far down the list, we find commitment,
or should | say, the lack of commitment to the activities of the church. You may have heard it said
that a pastor spends a lot of time "preaching to the choir." What that expression means is that
many who read the newsletter are the ones who do find time for the church. But we all struggle
with priorities.

We are now starting summer. In our church, that means the time of our morning worship will
change, Sunday school will come to an end, Vacation Bible School will be held, and some will be
heading on long- awaited vacations. We all appreciate summer in Maine because it brings us a brief
respite from the cold and the snow. Does the church take a vacation? It would be better to ask,
does God take a vacation?

This summer will be a busy summer for the church. There is work to be done on finishing the inte-
rior of the new addition. It is an exciting time, but the activities of the church can be seen as an in-
terruption to our personal time. It is hoped that we will have many hands to make the work easier.
There are bricks to clean and walls and ceilings to finish. It will be a blessing to the church family
and to the community to be able to use the addition for ministries and outreach to the community.

But in addition to the building, there are many exciting things happening. This church has had a last-
ing commitment to LACO, local and international missions, Bible study, and prayer. Together, the
members have truly worked as a family. New ministries are being planned and developed and we
are trying to minister to the shut-ins more actively. The deacons are being intentional in response to
the needs of all our members and are seeking to become a more vital part of the spiritual life of the
church.

Christian education has also been important to the whole church family. There are Sunday school
classes for every age, and it is our desire that in the near future we will have a more vital youth min-
istry. | extended an invitation to all who would like to work with the youth to let us know. Christian
education is more than Sunday school. It includes the teaching and preparation of new members,
youth ministries, training of church leaders, Bible studies, and other instructional ministries. We are
now even offering an introductory computer class; open to all in the community, especially geared
for those who have never used a computer.

The Scriptures remind us that we should continue regularly in the study of God's Word, teaching,
and prayer. | hope that you will find a place and a time when you can participate in each of these
areas. If you have available time and would like to have a Bible study at the church or in your home,
please let the pastor know.

Pastor Jim

"Where love reigns, the very joy of heaven itself is felt."

~ Hannah Hurnard
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HYMNS OF THE CHURCH

Not everyone has a beautiful voice but nearly everyone loves to hear good music, especially
music speaks of their faith or sets their hearts to remembering the depth of the message of a
hymn. Some hymns are grand and solemn, while others are simple and quiet. Nearly everyon
favorite hymn. Maybe that hymn is OAmazi ng(
Worl d. 6 Some hymn writers wrote many hymn:j

The hymn, o0Take Time to Be Holy, 6 was wrif
poem he ever wrote. A wealthy ship merchant, Longstaff financially assisted evangelists Dwig
Moody and Ira Sanky while they were in England. The poem appeared in a Christian newspa
1882 and was nearly forgotten. Years later, gospel composer George Stebbins was leading n
dia during an evangelistic service. When asked if there was a good hymn on living a holy life,
called a poem and found the newspaper clipping he had saved, and set the poem to music.

If we remember only the words of the first verse, we receive a lesson in holy living.
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Christian Education

Important Dates

For the closing program, the Sunday School department will have a parade of Bible characte
songs. The program will take place during the morning worship on June 7th. Following the pa
will have a pizza party with watermelon, fruit punch and ice cream.

June 21st Church changes time to summer he@r80 to 10:30 AM
June 22 26 Vacation Bible School (late start on Monday, regular times rest of the we
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Parish Hall Usage

Scout Pak meetingdPM
Plant setup all day
Plant Sale 9 AM2 PM
Mission Circle picnic
Set up for supper
Strawberry Supper
June 21st Set up for VBS

June 226 VBS

Boy Scouts use Hall on

May 17th
May 29th
May 30th
June 1st

June 19th
June 20th

Happy Fat her
June 21st
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Vacation Bible School

When: Mondagfternoon June 22 from 1:4%:30
Tuesday Fridaymornings, June 23, 24, 25, 26 from &43.:30

Theme: SonRock Kids Camp

upon us, that we should be called children of God

who they are in Jesus Chtis¢ most important relationship of all. Jesus is the rock upon
which we can build our lives.

Daily stories are:
1. Accepted by Jestidesus Chooses Peter
2. Protected by Jesudesus Walks on Water
3.SavedbyJesiBet er 6s Confession of Chri st
4. Forgiven by Jesdi®eter Denies Jesus
5. Living for JesusPeter Helps a Lame Man

Invitation and Classes:

Children are invited to join us for a ¢
sons, music, games, crafts and snacks.

We offer classes for ages 3 and up. Teens, who have completed grade 7 and up, may
unteer to help with our different activities or join the Skit Group and practice each day t
form the skit for the closing program.

Closing Program: Friday evening, June 26, at 6:30
There will be an Ice Cream Sundae Social after the program.

Registration or Questions: Please call Cheryl Dwy@03%3

How great is the love the Father has lavished upon us,
that we should be called childrén dfl&wd3: 1

Our Kids Camp theme is based on 1 JohklGwW great is the love the Father has layished

Students will build bonds of friendship and discover that their true identities are not formned by
where they go, what they do or what others think. Like the apostle Peter, children will ¢xplore
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strong;
You passed the early test.
Your tender bond grows with passing
time;

Your marriage 1is

By Joanna Fuchs

MAY
Cheryl Morong 04 JUNE
Loretta Wight &6 Linda Hunter 85
David Brooks  d11 Shirley Card 89
Bob Eger 013 Glen Alleniii 1 10
Stacey Wheeler 819 Laurie Fuller 817
Haley Huston 626 Nichole Allen 7 20
Elliot Mullen 028 Patti Eger 820
Norma Huston 9620
S SEIVEIVEINEIVEIVEERY Henry Webber 820
Best Marriage
June Wheeler 022
Your anniversary marks the day Charlie Anderson 023
The 0 of you became s 6ne, Glen Allen Sr. 625
A marriage bright and new. Rachel Girouard 028
_ _ Kaitlyn Allen I 29
Now time has passed; your love is

t he nd thatos best!!

Reuben & Angela Wheeler
Stanley & Miriam Wheeler
Tony & Loretta Wight

‘;1 S X<O>XX<OQ<W<O xmj» xmo» xmo <

Do

x L (O x<o »x x<o »x x<o>x x<o »x x<o »x x<o »x

Barry & Laurie Fuller

N

Lincoln & Stacey Wheeler

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

015

017
017
021

024

L.A.C.O. News

June is L.A.C.O. Month. On May 31st John Moulis will present to us a History of L.A.C.O.
Throughout the month, we will be celebrating L.A.C.O.

Any monetary contributions may be placed in the L.A.C.O Bowl that will be in the back of the
The L.A.C.O funds are getting a little bit low and every little bit helps.

L.A.C.O. Summer Hourson Thursday and Saturday will now §iAM) AM at the Food Pantry
and Clothing Bank located in the Marion T. Morse School in Lisbon Falls.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNION VISITATIONS

Communion, or the Lord's Supper, is very important to many Christians, and fotiniseisiauan

occasion that is often missed. We are initiating a regular quarterly visitation to serve Communjion.

Starting the second Sunday of June, and then continuing on the first Sunday quarterly, the pa
two deacons will be available in the afternoon to visit and to share Communion. In order to be
do this, we need to know who might be interested in receiving Communion. Maybe you will w
only on certain occasions because you cannot be at church on Communion Sunday. Please @
pastor or any of the deacons if you would like to receive Communion, and you will be contacte
to the visit to see what time is best for you.

The June observance of Communion will be held the second Sunday of June because of the
day school activities on the first Sunday of June. We want to be able to observe and celebrate
casions in the best ways possible.

THE PRAYER CHAIN

The prayer chain has been part of the ministry of the church for some time. We have taken a
how the prayer chain is working, and have found that it needs tetinesitha little. Work schedules|
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and other activities have made it more difficult for some to be an active part of the prayer cha

. We

want to assure you that even if you are not at home during the daytime, you can be a vital patt of the

[
prayer chain. We also have individuals who would like to join the prayer chain. Those currentlrl:

the prayer chain will be contacted to see how well the chain is working for them. If you are intg
and not a member of the prayer chain at this time, you are asked to let Lynne Brooks know, &
see that you become part of this vital ministry. We are also reminding everyone on the praye
about theguidelines of confidentiality. Being a prayer partner is an honor and a trust. We want
viduals to feel that they are free to call for prayer and that information they share will remain ¢
tial and only used with the prayer chain as they direct.

P31 (Women's Bible Study) The Can Man is retiring!

Our last class will be June 8th, 6@Nratti Eger's
home, starting with a picnic then finishing up the b
"Mere Christianity” by C.S. Lewidease let Patti kno
if you will attend for planning purposes @ B@&8.
Thank you for allowing me to be a part of bringing
sus, more into our lives thru fellowshAmd until then
- keep smiling) and have a peaceful week.

Charlie Anderson will not be taking
cans to the redemption center anym

Anyone willing to take over would be
greatly appreciated. Money from th
cans and bottles goes to our missio
ies the Clemmers.

Thanks for all your hard work, Char
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Church Notes
The peacekeeping meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a confli
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prested
nd she wi
" chain
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onfiden-

In Christian Love Patti
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Saturday 9 AMi 2 PM

Pl ant s, Pl ant s,
Mostly Perennials Annuals,
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Third Annual

Plant Sale

May 30, 2009

Herbs, Vegetables Plant Sale Schedule of Duties
All proceeds will be n effiday May 29 PlagghDiap R 3PMm#: EM o n
Circle and the Building Fund! with Angela at Church or after 7:30 PM.
Contact: Angela Wheeler 353447 e Plants may be dropped off outside but they
must be labeled.
Friday—All Day Continue Set-up
OEvery garden is unique with a

multitude of choices in soils,

plants and themes. Finding

your garden theme is as easy Early Morning Set Up 7:30—9 AM
as seeing what brings a smile to During Sale

- Teresa Watkingardening With Soul

Saturday, May 30—PLANT SALE 9 AM—2 PM

Need Helpers on Saturday for:

Clean up 2 PM—4 PM
your face.6 P

We still need donations of plants and baked
goods! Please call Angela Wheeler 353-9447.

Thank You!

A big Thank You to everyone who helped with the yard sale, especia
Kathy Tucci and Sandy Parsons! Thanks to all those who donated it
helped sort, move items out, prepared baked goods, helped the day
sale and served lunclAt last count we raised about $1233\@0have
items on consignment for another yard sale so we may make a little
more. Thanks
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http://www.gardenguides.com/articles/soul.htm

Box 56
54 West Road
Bowdoin, ME 04287

¥ a),,juﬂe
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Pastor:
Rev. James Lufkin

Worship Service:
Sunday 10:30 AM

Sunday School
Sunday 9:15 AM

Website: Vacation Bible School

www.westbowdoinchurch.org

(207) 353 8520 June 22 026




