
John 2:18-22 (NKJV) 

18So the Jews answered and said to Him, òWhat sign do You show to us, since 
You do these things?ó 19Jesus answered and said to them, òDestroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.ó 20Then the Jews said, òIt has taken forty-six years to build this tem-
ple, and will You raise it up in three days?ó 21But He was speaking of the temple of His 
body. 22Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had 
said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said. 

 

The message of Easter is so well known and we will gather in greater 
numbers at our churches to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. Jesusõ disciples 
were being prepared by Jesus and yet it took the resurrection itself to bring the 
words of Jesus to their memory. What will it take to bring the memory of Je-
susõ resurrection to the minds of church members this Easter? Will it be the 
larger than usual arrangement of flowers? Will it take a sunrise and a breakfast 
to awaken the thoughts of that early morning so many years ago? Will it take 
the message of the pastor who will share again the familiar story of the women 
at the tomb, the disciples encounter with Risen Christ, or the appearance of 
Jesus to so many? 

The message of Easter and the victory of Christõs fulfilled promise be-
gan in the Old Testament as God revealed His great love to a disobedient and 
stubborn people. Godõs love is abiding. Isaiah 54:10 òFor the mountains shall 
depart And the hills be removed, But My kindness shall not depart from you,ó 

Godõs love for you and me brought Christ to the Cross. It was also a 
requirement of Godõs justice that the price of sin be paid and paid by the only 
pure and worthy sacrifice, Godõs own Son. 

Because of Christõs resurrection, the Christian receives both eternal life 
(John 11:25) and spiritual power (Eph. 1:19, 20). Christõs resurrection also pro-
vides for the future resurrection of those who believe (1 Cor. 15:20). The res-
urrection and is the power that enables our Christian walk, we are now one 
with Christ (Eph. 2:6). 
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It is the failure to make the Easter message and power an everyday experience that has be-
come the weakness of the church. Every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrected Christ. Every Sun-
day should be filled with the excitement of meeting the Lord on the pathways of our lives. Letõs make 
this Easter a encounter with the Risen Christ. Matthew 28:7 7òAnd go quickly and tell His disciples 
that He is risen from the dead,ó  

When was the last time that you shared the message that your Christ is risen, that He lives? 

G o o d  F r i d a y  

 

There will be a joint Good Friday Service with the Lisbon United Methodist Church held at 

the United Methodist Church on Friday, March 21, 7:00 PM. Both Rev. Julia Wilson of the LUMC 

and our pastor will be sharing in messages of the cross. This will be a service music, prayer, and a time 

of special worship. 

S e d e r  C e l e b r a t i o n  

M a u n d y  T h u r s d a y  
March 20, 2008 

6:30 PM 
You have an invitation to join the pastor and the church family in a reenactment of the final 

Passover or Seder Meal that the Lord shared with His disciples. The service will follow the order of the 
traditional Jewish Seder but with the additional emphasis on the fulfillment of Godõs promises in 
Christ. 

This meal is a lesson taught and preserved by families throughout the generations. It was a seri-
ous meal and included all family members including the children. They participated in the instruction 
of the meal. The meal and celebration of the observance will last about one and a half hour. 

There is a sign-up list at the church or you can call the pastor. The need for an approximate 

count will assist me in the meal preparation. Please be sure that even if you do not sign up, there will 

be a place for you there. You may also invites friends and other family members to join you. 

A Special Gathering for Men  

M a i n e  M e n ô s  A d v a n c e 

ñ T h e  N e x t  L e v e l ò 

A p r i l  4  &  5 ,  2 0 0 8  

China Lake Conference Center 

See Pastor Jim for more information. 
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2nd Annual Plant Sale 

May 31, 2008 

Saturday 9 AMñ2 PM 
 

Plans are underway for the 2nd Annual Plant Sale.  The Mission Circle, members of the church and 
community had so much fun doing it last year, that we want to do it again.  This is a great way to 
beautify the Earth! 

 

Step 1τSet a date and time  Saturday, May 31st from 9 AMτ2 PM 

 

Step 2τPray for Spring, the newness, the renewal, the excitement of new life 

Right now, please pray for the snow to melt and provide the fertilizer we need to grow beautiful 
flowers and healthy plants; beautiful people and healthy and happy lives. 

 

Step 3τAsk for Volunteers 

Like last year, we will need helpers before the plant sale (set up), during the plant sale (bake table, 
cashiers, general helpers), after the plant sale (clean up).  Can you help?  Let Angela Wheeler 
know. 353-9447 

 

Step 4τSolicit Plant Donations 

We need plants, mostly perennials.  If you have vegetable or annuals seedlings you usually start, 
how about adding a few more this year!  We had about 800 plants last year, WOW!  Thank you for 
all who donated.  If you have plants and need help digging them up again this year let me know.  
Last year we had a door to door plant mobile. 

 

Step 5τSolicit Other Materials 

I will put updates in the bulletin for items that are needed.  The only thing right now is popsicle 
sticks or plastic plant markers.  The colored ones from last year we used but the color tended to 
άōƭŜŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΦ  Wǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ǇƻǇǎƛŎƭŜ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ 

 

Step 6τPray for Guidance, Peace and Excitement 

This is such an exciting mission!  Please pray for enthusiasm and for the true beauty and love for 
plants, the great outdoors and all the greatness God has created. 

 

Step 7τTell your Friends! 
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N o t e s  o f  A p p r e c i a t i o n  

 The same Sunday that this newsletter will be prepared and shared, will be the Sunday of the 
groundbreaking for the new addition. A great deal of preparation has gone into the plans for the addi-
tion and many have given of their time and many have given of their financial support. 

 The opportunities ahead of us are great and rest on the labor and prayers of every member of 
the church. Words of appreciation seem inadequate to express the gratitude that is due to the members 
of the Building Committee. You may not realize the effort that they have given and the quality of the 
work that they have done. They have sought to bring a careful balance of quality that meets our needs 
and stewardship of finance that enables the project to continue forward. 

 Ahead of time I am going to share words of appreciation to the guests that are joining us in our 
groundbreaking and celebration, Rev. Dr. Al Fletcher, Executive Minister of American Baptist 
Churches of Maine and Rev. Dr. Alan Shumway, friend and former Area Resource Minister. Phone 
calls have also been received from church members who live away and are unable to attend and from 
other invited guests who have date or time conflicts. The sense celebration is grounded on the recogni-
tion of the churchõs commitment to reach out and share the gospel to the community around us. 

 We are really at the beginning and not the end of our efforts. Letõs not become weary of the 

labor but let us join together in a growing strength. 

A Quiet Church 

I love a quiet church 

Where the light shines through a pane, 

And the ear thatôs tuned may hear 

Echoes of heavenôs hymn. 

 

I love a quiet church 

Where the silence wraps you óround 

Softly, like the arms of God, 

And you feel safely bound. 

 

I love a quiet church 

Where the light shines through a pane, 

And the plainest things on earth 

Are like rainbows through the rain. 

 

I love a quiet church 

Where a longing soul may meet 

The presence of the Master- 

And worship at this feet. 

-United Presbyterian 

In Remembrance 

CliftonòKipò Page 

February 7, 2008 

God does not love us because of our value; 
we have value because God loves us.  

Helmut Thielicke 



ñ2 Peter 1:7 

There are places in the  Bi-

ble, the newspaper, the 

Chicken Soup for the Soul 

where we read stories of 

kind gestures, kind life 

changing acts and feats.  

Some of the words associ-

ated with kindness are kind 

of harshéòkill them with 

kindnessò, ñcommit random 

acts of kindnessò, but maybe 

that will help us remember 

to be kind once in awhile.   

Kindness is a God given 

gift.  Every child of God 

has the ability to be kind 

and loving.  We need to 

share our gift with others, 

share the loving acts of 

kindness. Although we 

shouldnôt plan  on being 

kind, we need to be re-

minded to think kind 

thoughts, act in kind ways 

and live a kind life.  Our 

kindness will rub off. 

My mother did always say 

ñkill them with kindnessò.  

R a n d o m  A c t s  o f  K i n d n e s s  
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By Angela 
Wheeler 

 

Lessons For  

Me to Follow 

A smile goes a long 

way.  What are some 

ways that you were 

kind to someone to-

day?  Could you have 

been more kind? 

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________ 

Important Dates  

Calendar  

Mar 16   Participation in Worship  10:30 AM 

Mar 17  Parenting Class    6:30 PM 

Mar 23  EASTER     NO S.S. 

Apr 27  Fun Night    TBA 

May 18  Graduate Sunday   10:30 AM 

June 1  Closing Program   TBA 

 

*VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL June 23 �³ 27, 2008 

Dates for VBS may end up changing due to the high 
number of  snow days for the schools this winter.  

Please see bulletins for updates on this! 

S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  


